
About the speaker 
Since joining the HSU, Ms. Mostafavi has been responsible for the advancement and promotion of the human security concept at 
local, national, regional and international levels, as well as its translation into UN funded activities under the United Nations Trust 
Fund for Human Security (UNTFHS). Prior to joining the HSU, she was the Public Information Officer at the Secretariat of the 
Advisory Board on Human Security (ABHS). During this time, she was actively engaged in disseminating, promoting and 
following-up on the recommendations of the report of the Commission on Human Security (CHS). Before joining the Secretariat 
of the ABHS, she served as a Consultant at the Bureau for Development Policy (BDP) at the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) where she provided policy guidance on issues pertaining to inclusive globalization, pro-poor trade and 
poverty reduction. In addition to her contributions at the UN, Ms. Mostafavi has extensive experience in the corporate 
multinational sector. 
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The idea of human security has been gaining constant recognition in the global arena. It 

was kick started in 1994 by UNDP and there on it has offered an alternative approach 

to a wider set of threats that menace the survival, livelihoods and dignity of humans all 

around the world. A milestone in the development of the human security concept was 

the final report in 2003 of the Commission for Human Security, co-chaired by Sadako 

Ogata, former head of the UNHCR, and Amartya Sen, Nobel laureate in economics. One 

of the results was a set of ideas for the implementation of the concept, which became the 

guiding principles for the UN Trust Fund for Human Security, a project funding 

initiative with over ten years of experience, more than 200 projects around the world, 

managed by the Human Security Unit (HSU) in UN-OCHA. This May, a high-level 

meeting organised by the HSU in the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the report 

was held in New York, attended by the UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and 

Madame Ogata, among other top speakers. Ms. Mostafavi would share in the seminar 

some of the results from the meeting, as well as her vision about the upcoming task of 

realising human security at different levels. 
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