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Abstract

The question of mixed-race children in
colonial society:
Racializing French Nationality Law

Motoki Tomoyose

In recent years, the meétis (mixed-race) issue has attracted attention in
colonial studies in Europe and the United States. Ann Laura Stoler pioneered
the study of this question in her book Carnal Knowledge and Imperial Power:
Race and the Intimate in Colonial Rule, which is a ground-breaking study
revealing the circumstances of poor whites and méirs through the lens of
colonial sexuality.

How did métis children relate to the colonial order? In other words, why was
it that métis children were regarded as a threat to imperial order? What kind
of people were responsible for coping with this threat and what kind of solutions
were sought? This research note aims to define the parameters of this issue,
referring to both Stoler’s study, and the historical study Les enfants de la
colonie by Emmanuelle Saada, who investigated the circumstances of métis
children from the perspective of colonial sexuality.

We begin by reviewing the process by which métis children became
problematic in French colonies, then look at the process of racialization of
nationality law in French colonies. Then, we retrace the path travelled by métis
children during and after the WWII. Finally, we will consider the métzs issue in

the colony from a broader perspective.



