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Abstract

Two years have passed since the downfall of the Mubarak government
in January 2011 in Egypt. Whether or not Egypt, as a prominent state in the
Arab World, can successfully establish a democratic system of governance
has been a key theme in the discussion regarding the future of the Arab
Revolt. The emergence of the Morsi government that relies on the supporters
of the Muslim Brotherhood has raised an interesting question: what type of
government has Egypt elected? The uncertainty derives from the fact that
the Muslim Brotherhood has historically been, first and foremost, an Islamist
organization. Hence, will Egypt pursue an Islamic regime or strike a balance
between Islamism and secularism? Will Egypt follow the Turkish model
and become a moderate Islamic state? These are some of the more pertinent
questions the international community has raised over the past two years.

The objective of this article is to examine what political model Egypt
has sought under the current Morsi government. First, this study explores
Islamism and democracy, with reference to Egypt’s Islamic reformists and
Salafism roots that have historically shaped the Muslim Brotherhood’s
particular version of political Islam. Second, this article analyzes the so-
called Turkish model as a model for the present and the future of Egypt’s
political system. Third, a detailed analysis of Egypt’s New Constitution is
made to discuss to what extent the current Morsi government presumes the
empowerment of al-Azhar ulema in the construction of the new regime in
the post-Mobarak era. Through this analysis, the present article argues that
Egypt’s political system, seen through the New Constitution, is not necessarily
the form of “moderate Islam” the West had espoused, nor is it similar to what
we refer to as the Turkish model.

As many scholars and some ideologues in Turkey have argued, the main
principles of moderate Turkish Islam are the respect for human rights, based
on Islamic values and norms and political pluralism. In contrast to these more
inclusive values, the analysis of Egypt’s New Constitution demonstrates,
firstly, that non-Sharia based laws could be excluded potentially allowing
Sharia based laws to dominate Egypt’s legal framework, and secondly,
that al-Azhar ulema will hold a dominant position in interpreting and
institutionalizing the Sharia in Egypt’s future political system.

As part of the broader discussion relating to Middle Eastern democracy,
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Iran is generally cited as a typical theocratic state where the ulema dominate
the power in regime making. Whilst there is currently no clear suggestion
that Egypt will follow Iran down the path to a theocracy, given the ambiguity
regarding the supremacy of the Supreme Constitutional Court and that of al-
Azhar ulema in the New Constitution, there can be little doubt that Egypt is
heading towards a more Islamic regime than before. Thus, it is inevitable that
the Morsi government will face continuous challenges from various political
and social groups that have sought, seek and will seek a more pluralistic

political system in Egypt.



