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Abstract

Carers and World Alienation

Kari Tsushima

This paper explores the predicament of carers using Hannah Arendt’s labor
theory and her concept of world alienation. A socioeconomic evaluation of care-
related occupations-child care, elder care, assisting the disabled, and home
nursing-has not been carried out even though caregiving is a vitally important
occupation. The low wages carers earn have been criticized for the labor
shortage in the field of social security. What makes the working conditions of
carers vulnerable?

In this study, I rethink Arendt’s labor theory to inquire into the background
of carers’ hardships. Marxist feminists argue that domestic work and childcare
were exploited as unpaid work by the capitalist and patriarchal society of the
seventies and eighties. Arlie Russell Hochschild’s theory of emotional labor
highlights the difficulties faced by workers in service industries such as cabin
crews in the eighties. Both theories define care as reproductive labor, which is
an extension of Karl Marx’s productive labor. Arendt's labor theory is not
centered on production, but focuses on consumption. I argue that Arendt’s labor
theory is more suitable than Marx's theory when we consider care giving as
labor.

Moreover, I compare Marx's concept of alienation with that of Arendt. Marx
argued that workers were not only alienated from the profit generated by the
goods that they produced, but also from their own labor. He characterized the
latter kind of alienation as self-alienation and argued that workers were
excluded from the economic sphere. In contrast, Arendt’'s theory of alienation
avers that workers were not only excluded from the economic sphere, but also
from public and private spheres-politics and the home. These latter exclusions
make laborers vulnerable. By re-reading Arendt's labor theory and her concept
of world alienation, we can reconsider the predicament of carers alienated from

both public and private spheres.



