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Abstract

The Socio- and Economic Structure of
Three Yi Villages in Yunnan, China

A Case Study Based on a Survey of
Agricultural Households in 2009

This paper aims at demonstrating the socio- and economic structure in three
villages located in Yunnan Province, southwest China, dominated by an ethnic
group named Yi. Using the database of 106 households, this study first
illustrated the demographic features, economic activities and life status of the
peasants, then discussed the income distribution and the income disparity
among all the samples. After that, the determining factors of household income
was analyzed to explain the disparity as well as the relative poverty exists in
this region.

With more than half of the residents in the same village have the same
surname, these villages live in a traditional style. Electrical appliances in each
household are limited, but mobile phones are used extensively throughout this
region. Compulsory education to junior high school has almost been popularized
in the young generation, though their parents only had a few years of schooling.
Agriculture is the main industry, while most of the farmlands are located in
mountain slopes and few irrigation facilities can be found. Most of the labor
force has been put into cultivating of crops such as corn, potato and tobacco
plant.

The poverty rate and income disparity in this region is lower than that of the
country. The average annual income of the sample households has surpassed
the domestic absolute poverty line, but still less than that of the whole rural
area in China or that of Yunnan Province. Most of the interviewed peasants are
satisfied with their life status, partly due to the income increase they had
experienced in the past years.

Income gap exists though slightly in this specified region. Factors such as the
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farmland area, the human capital they own (years of schooling, experience of
vocational training, etc.), health condition of the household members, the amount
of labor force and the way they distribute it, and the connection with their
wealthier relatives, attribute to the income gap among different households.
The result implied that the human capital plays an important role in
determining the income of households even in an agriculture-driven society.
More input in education sector including schooling and vocational training could
be a promising method for the underdeveloped part of China to help the poor to

improve their well-being.



