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Abstract

WHAT DOES HIJAB-FASHION CONVEYS?:
CHANGING STYLE OF HIJAB AND MUSLIM SOCIETY

MORIYAMA Takuya

This paper seeks to show the shifting meaning of hijab, the garment to
cover the hair and contour of Muslim women. Particularly it focuses on how
hijab has become a fashionable clothing commodity in recent decades in Turkey
and analyzes what hijab-fashion conveys. In this new context, there emerged
different styles of hijab, reflecting the differing demands of different groups
within the hijab wearers.

Conventionally, Aijab has been thought to have two meanings as a symbol
of Islamic religious faith and of political Islamism. These two meanings of hijab
suggest the existence of a difference or conflict between hijab wearers who are
devout Muslims or politically mobilized Islamists and non-wearers who are
secular Muslims or non-Muslims. However, such a dichotomy is insufficient to
comprehend today’s fragmented identities of hijab wearers which hijab-fashion
visualizes.

Hijab has been developed as a fashion due to the rise of a religious
middle class and their Islamic consumer culture. On the one hand, the distinct
characteristics of hijab-fashion—faithful yet beautiful — serve the newly-rising
middle class to express their search for new identities. On the other hand, poor
Muslims who cannot afford to follow the ever changing trends of hijab-fashion.
Also, religious conservatives criticize the commercialization of hijab. This
diversification of attitudes over the hijab-fashion suggests a fragmentation of
hijab-wearer along economic and cultural lines. What is important is that such
diversification does not simply take place between those who wear hijab and
those who do not. It also occurs among those who wear it, depending on one’s

socioeconomic status, and furthermore, on one’s taste.



