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Abstract

The “Peaceful Life" During Wartime

Shanghai
A Young Person’ s Supplementary School Life(194271945)

Liu Yuncheng

In recent years, one of the notable areas in the study of Shanghai during the
war period is criticizing the framework of Chinese people’s resistance and
cooperation, by focusing on the ambiguous areas that are in between, the “gray-
zone” study. However, conventional research mostly focused on “celebrities” such
as politicians, intellectuals, and regional elites, although the ordinary people live
through war-time Shanghai are not included. Furthermore, the concept of “gray
zone” so far has been aimed at “famous people”, while the life of those
“unnamed” ones still remains unclear.

In order to look for ways to talk about “unnamed people”, this study tries to
focus on the life history of a certain commoner named Yan Bin, whose diary
was discovered and published in 2015. Yan (1923-?) is a young man who lived in
Shanghai during the wartime under the Japanese occupation. Born in Ningbo
City, Zhejiang Province, he moved to Shanghai in January 1937. After
graduating from junior high school in Shanghai, he did not enter high school and
became a craftsman at a hardware store. He started writing a diary in 1942 (19
years old at that time) and continued until the 1960s after the war. The diary
was published as a diary book “My Wartime Shanghai Life”, which contains
diaries from 1942 to 1945 (lost for 1943). Yan's diary is a high valued historical
material and shows a unique aspect of the Shanghai society in common people’s
eyes. However, daily life written in his diary includes things that cannot be
“historically” categorized, such as individual thoughts, feelings and livelihoods.
We could see that the life of ordinary people whose voice has been regarded as
“silence” in the past, actually has many different aspects. These aspects cannot

be simply recognized as resistance or cooperation, not even “gray-zone”, but an
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“extra part” which stands for the complicated real-life situation, which might
possibly be ignored due to the sight of pursuing the “historical meaning” in the
macro sense. By depicting his supplementary school life, which is a part of his
daily routine, his view - war as daily life - might give a new perspective of

understanding the relationship between war and ordinary people.



