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Abstract

How literature defines Okinawa:
Relationships between Literature Prizes
and Okinawa

Mengxiao ZHANG

In 1973, Ryukyu Shimpo started Short Story Prize. Two years later, Okinwa
Times, another famous newspaper in Okinawa, established New Okinawa
Literature Prize. After the Battle of Okinawa in WW II , Okinawa was under
the control of The United States Military Government of the Ryukyu Islands
(USCAR) for 27 years. After The Okinawa Reversion Agreement, the
administration of Okinawa was officially transferred to Japan in 1972. Soon, two
newspapers with the power of advertising started Literature Prizes.Some
Okinawan literature research focus on the relationship between Okinawan
literature and politics. Magazine Ryudai Bungaku was firstly published in 1953
during the postwar period of the US military government. In that regard,
Keitoku Okamoto considered Ryuda: Bungaku to be a reaction to the US
military anti-communist policy in the early 1950s, and Masanao Kano described
Ryudar Bungaku and the actions of Ryudai students to the literature of
rebellion against the US military government. after returning to Japan in 1972,
Okinawan literature is considered to be in a different political environment.
Therefore, Keitoku Okamoto divided the literature from the postwar period to
literature under occupation, and literature after the return of the administration.

However, this paper focuses on Literature Prizes which gathered Okinawan
authors and readers. Newspaper Ryukyu Shimpo and magazine New Okinawa
Literature became places to announce the awarded novels. Two Literature
Prizes are both kind of regional, and they only allow Okinawans or the people
living in Okinawa to apply.During the review of selectors comments, it is proved
that at the beginning of several years, they had difficulty to choose a novel to
be awarded. The selection committee members have been discussing about

what Okinawan Literature means and how it can become. It seems that the
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work of defining Okinawa literature is caused by the selection system. On the
other hand, the definition of Okinawa Literature changes during the selection.
Therefore, I will particularly pay attention to four awarded works from the 70’'s
to the early 80’s. ['&] is a novel that evokes the memory of the Battle of
Okinawa, and the series of problems which can be read directly from the novel.
I choose [HALLDFEDF#K] | [BEOBLLE] | [ E-Ld] that describe
Okinawa in a different way to compare with [45] . The awarded works are
selected under the Literature Prize and regarded as Okinawan literature. The
definition of Okinawan literature has been decided during the selection, while
there are more and more novels became different. Each reader can use their
imagination to read freely. This paper attempts to clarify the formation and

change of the definition of Okinawan literature under Literature Prizes.



