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Abstract

The Historical Background and
Modification of Japanese Zine Culture

The Significance of Zins from the Perspective of
Women' s Media Creation

Nan ZHAO

Zines are non-professional, independent booklets. In the 1970s, it developed
greatly in the form of Punk fanzines, especially in the United States and the
United Kingdom. During the early 1990s, the riot grrrl movement began within
the United States. Zines, which can be freely produced and distributed by
oneself, became a medium for girls to express their views. After the first and
the second feminist movements, a backlash against feminism occurred when
gender equality seemed to have been achieved. Zines became the alternative
media through which women and girls rose up in a rebellion against the male
dominance of the media industry. In a research area where feminism, media
studies, and youth studies intersected, previous studies have been discussed
mainly in the context of the United States and the United Kingdom.

This paper asks: What is the historical background of zine culture in the
context of Japan? Zines in Japan were strongly influenced by American zine
culture. However, Japanese zines embraced a different social situation when
they flourished. In Japan, with the history of the “minikomi” culture and punk
culture, Japanese zines form a culture with unique characteristics. This paper
examines the historical origin of Japanese zines, through which I will reveal the
modification of political expressions in zines. First, I will review the definitions
of zines in the literature. Secondly, this paper will analyze the historical
transition of Japanese zine culture from three cultural aspects: “minicomi”
culture, punk culture, and art culture. Finally, I argue zine-making as not just
artistic practice, but also the practice of media creation for women in Japan and
elucidate how the modification of political expressions in zines contributes to

women’s empowerment today.



