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Abstract

Humor as Resistance in Women’s Zines:
An analysis of “Ona * Erosu” and “Jyuso”

Nan ZHAO

The practice of humor is heavily influenced by gender normativity.
Historically, women have not been recognized as the creators of humor, but
rather as the audience of men’s humor or as the butt of humor. Humor reflects
the power relations between its creators and recipients, thus maintaining or
even reinforcing social structures. Humorous expressions repetitively perform
cultural texts, providing a breeding ground for stereotypes, especially those
related to race and gender. Meanwhile, humor has a subversive potential to
destabilize existing structures.

With the development of feminist perspectives on humor, women have finally
gained visibility during humor practices. However, this visibility remains limited
to women who can already make themselves heard, such as female comedians.

This paper aims to scrutinize the use of humor in women’s zines as a
strategy for expressing resistance. To evaluate zines from the perspective of
feminist humor, I compare Ona - Erosu, published during the women’s liberation
movement, and Jyuso, a zine first published in 2016. Firstly, based on a review
of previous research, I present the power relations constructed through humor
and explore the function of humor in terms of “reinforcement” and “challenge”.
Secondly, I review the historical context of feminist humor and characterize
this humor through zines as “expressive humor” rather than “performance
humor”. Finally, I trace the history of women’s publishing practices. Through a
textual analysis of Ona - Erosu and Jyuso, I examine these humorous expressions
through the lenses of “resistance” and “symbiosis”. In conclusion, I argue that

the humor of zines can be a basis for creating a sense of solidarity.





