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Abstract

Lee Buk-man ‘s Desire and Reality of
New State Building

—Activities after liberation and actions after returning
to Japan—

Kazuo IKEYAMA

Lee Buk-man (1908-1959) was a left-wing activist and writer who was
involved in proletarian artistic activities, the reconstruction of the Communist
Party of Korea, and national independence. Although he was active as a critique
mainly in newspapers and magazines, and often appears in the records of the
government due to his left-wing words and actions, there are many unclear
points about his people and activities.

Born in Korea, he first came to Japan in 1924 after graduating from a
commercial school. Before liberation, he was active in left-wing criticism,
participated in left-wing groups and published reviews, and spent several years
in prison for the reconstruction of the Communist Party of Korea. In Japan, he
interacted with Koreans in Japan and Japan leftists. He denounced the actual
situation of colonial Korea and also published essays on the economic history of
Korea. He has written more than 70 books during his lifetime. This paper
examines Lee’s activities, thoughts, and works from 1945 to the end of 1954.

Lee Buk-man met the end of the war in China and returned to the Korean
Peninsula at the end of 1945. In the post-war chaos of the Korean Peninsula, he
worked as a center-left force organization and aimed to unify the Chosan people
and establish an independent state through left-right collaboration. After
returning to Korea, he worked for several newspapers and published his work
in newspapers and magazines. In 1946, he worked as an aide at the MINZOKU
BUNKA KENKYUJO (Institute of Ethnoculture) at Peak Nam-un, where he
studied the economy of the Yi dynasty. At Yo Un-Hyung’s newspaper, Lee Buk-
man became deputy editor-in-chief.

He hoped for the unification of the Korean Peninsula, but was not successful,

so he returned to Japan in 1947. In Japan, he mainly developed his business
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while interacting with Japan people he had known for a long time and Koreans
living in Japan.

After coming to Japan, he became a chief editor of The Kokusai Times and
ran that company. It was around this time that he remarried and lived in Saito
Mokichi’s villa in Hakone.

Lee Buk-man wished for a proletarian revolution. However, after World War
I, the Morning Mosque was under the control of the United States and the
Soviet Union. I was disappointed that it was neither the ideal proletarian state
nor the national unity state. After coming to Japan, he worked without any
affiliation with the Communist Party. He did not engage in any significant
activities until 1954. It was in 1955 that the movement for the unification of the

country began.





