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Abstract

Has welfare chauvinism rhetoric

permeated Germany?
- A Study on the Background of the AfD Breakthrough

and its Impact on Existing Political Parties -

Suguru NIIKURA

Alternative far Deutschland (AfD) is Germany’s New Right party, which
developed through the euro crisis (2010) and refugee crisis (2015). In particular,
in the 2017 German federal election, it won 94 seats under the banner of anti-
EU and anti-immigration, and made a big splash by leapfrogging to the third
party in terms of the number of seats. Since then, however, the party’s support
rate has declined, and in the 2021 federal election, it seems to have lost
momentum for a time, winning only 83 seats and falling back to the fifth place.
For this reason, the rise of the New Right in Germany was regarded as a
transient phenomenon. However, 1s such optimism valid? Looking back at
German politics in recent years, there are some disturbing signs.

The first is that the AfD still enjoys strong popularity, especially in the
former East German region. Second, some political parties have openly
advocated their affiliation with the AfD, albeit at the local level. In post-war
Germany, it has long been taboo to associate with parties which reminiscent of
Nazism, but the emergence of parties that do not hide their electoral
cooperation with the AfD suggests that the wall against the far right collapses.
Third, many of the anti-immigrant AfD claims have been incorporated into the
pledges of major political parties on the left and right. Looking at this
background, it can be argued that the AfD’s claims have not receded, but
rather are permeating German society by being incorporated into the policies of
the major parties on the left and right.

Furthermore, as if in response to these developments at the political level,
welfare chauvinism is also growing at the grassroots level. In this paper, we
will examine the background of the rise of the New Right in Germany and its

political influence.
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As a case study of the Germany’s New Right party in recent years, we will
analyze the breakthrough and entrenchment of the AfD. In particular, it is clear
that the rise of the AfD was due to the decline of the two major parties, the
elitization of the SPD, and the change to neoliberal policies of left-wing parties,
symbolized by the Sarrazin’s controversial statements. Furthermore, by
examining the influence of the AfD on the policies and political affairs of
established parties such as the center-right CDU/CSU and the center-left SPD
as a result of the AfD’s breakthrough, we will examine how cultural and

political elements have been accepted and increased in their presence.





