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Abstract

Development and Corruption in the
Kingdom of Bhutan

-Focusing on Corruption and Prevention methods in the
Education Sector-

Yasunori MORI

Although corruption has been increasingly discussed in the press and
research fields in recent years, it has not been actively studied until now. There
are arguments that corruption is not only a bad thing but also brings benefits,
and that corruption can be a functional “lubricant” for development and
economic growth. Furthermore, there were views and studies that corruption
could play a role in preventing ethnic conflicts and civil wars. In the 1990s,
however, the prevalence of corruption came to be viewed as a dysfunction
within government, or a lack of governance, and anti-corruption measures were
seen as an essential prerequisite for socio-economic growth, political stability,
and the implementation of the rule of law. Bhutan has similarly promoted anti-
corruption measures to improve the country’s governance. In education
corruption, the focus of this study, there have been cases of kickbacks in central
government for school construction and supply contracts, missed violations
through bribes in local governments (e.g., falsification of teaching licenses),
presence of ghost teachers and staff in schools, and resale of school supplies and
materials in the classroom to students and on the market, etc., worldwide.
Corruption in the education sector is a victim of youth sacrifice. Corruption in
the education sector is worse than in other sectors because young people are
the victims. The most devastating impact of education sector corruption on
society is that children grow up seeing the actions of teachers and school
personnel. For the above reasons, countries are making efforts to combat
corruption in the education sector.

This study will focus on the current state of development and corruption in
the Kingdom of Bhutan, particularly in the education sector, and measures to

prevent it.
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As a research method, information was collected using reports compiled by
various world organizations and the United Nations, the annual report published
by the ACC of Bhutan, and KUENSEL, a newspaper published in the Kingdom
of Bhutan, as primary sources.

As a result, the corruption index score was 68 (25th/180 countries), a situation
that can be said to be a good level in the world. On the other hand, the survey
situation in ACC is not in good condition, and the survey needs to be more
efficient and staffed. Corruption in the education sector represented only 1.6% of
the total in 2017. On the other hand, corruption in the education sector was
easily noticed and seriously covered by newspapers. While prevention measures
in the education sector extend to various related organizations, training is ACC-
oriented, and a future in which each organization can conduct its own training

1s needed.
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