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Abstract

Japanese Invasion of Korea and
Railway Construction Movement of
Wonsan Japanese Residents

Takahiro OYAMA

During the Joseon Dynasty, Wonsan flourished as a commercial city in
Hamgyong-do. However, with the opening of the port in 1880, this land is
transformed. Japan demanded the opening of the port from a military
standpoint in order to oppose Qing and Russia.

After the opening of the port, Japanese immigrants in Wonsan took control of
the commercial area in Hamgyong-do. Under these circumstances, Koreans in
Hamgyongnam-do fought against the invasion of Japanese settlers through civil
unrest at Wonsan Port.

After the Russo-Japanese War, the Japanese Army recognized the need to
expand its transportation network in the northern part of the Korean Peninsula
in preparation for another Russian attack and decided to build a defense base
for the Japanese Army.

On the other hand, in Wonsan after the Russo-Japanese War, Japanese
residents started to build a Pyeongwon Railway connecting Manchuria,
Pyongyang starting from Wonsan.

In response, Japanese residents in Seoul, Incheon and Yongsan launched a
campaign to build the Gyeongwon Railway. They emphasized that Seoul has
been a key political and economic hub since the Joseon Dynasty, and appealed
to the Korean government and Japanese society for the legitimacy of the
construction of Gyeongwon Railway.

Thus, due to the interests surrounding the crossing railway, conflicts of
Interest arose between Japanese residents in Seoul and Wonsan. Meanwhile,
after the signing of the third Korea-Japan Agreement, a righteous army
struggle was carried out in Hamgyongnam -do by Hong Beom-do to thoroughly
resist Japan’s invasion of Korea.

In 1909, Sonne Arasuke, who took office as the head of the Korean
government, decided to build Gyeongwon Railway and ended the controversy
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over crossing railways. Japanese residents of Wonsan contacted politicians such
as Kanao and others appealed for the construction of Gyeongwon Railway in
the Imperial Diet.

Terauchi Masatake, who became governor of Korea, ordered the rapid
establishment of the Gyeongwon Railway linking Seoul and Wonsan, placing
importance on the railway network in northern Korea from a military and
security perspective. Terauchi started construction of the Gyeongwon Railway
in order to prevent the recurrence of sporadic righteous army struggles on the
Korean Peninsula and build a bridgehead to advance into China.

With the construction of Gyeongwon Railway and the development of a
crossing Sea of Japan route by Japanese Wonsan residents, Japanese
communities in Korea and Japan began to recognize the importance of Wonsan
through Gyeongwon Railway and crossing Sea of Japan routes.

With the opening of the Gyeongwon Railway in August 1914, Wonsan

emerged as an economic and military hub during Japan’s continental invasion.
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