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Abstract

A Critical Discourse Analysis of the
Representation of “Structural Violence”
and “Positive Peace” in Norwegian
Social Studies Textbooks

KyongSa RI

In this paper, I conduct Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) to determine how
the theories and concepts of “structural violence” and “positive peace” proposed
by the Norwegian Johan Galtung are represented in Norwegian social sciences
textbooks and to what extent they reach “positive peace.” The data are
collected from two Norwegian social studies textbooks, Relevans 10 by Gyldendal
Norsk Forlag and Samfunnsfag 10 fra Cappelen Damm by Cappelen Damm, which
are used In the 10th grade, the final year of compulsory education in Norway.
The analysis revealed that cultural relativism was represented in the cultural
case and that the descriptions of the case in the textbooks got to the final stage,
“Recoupling,” from the third stage, “Decoupling,” which was toward “positive
peace” from “structural violence.” However, in the political, military, and
economic cases, the results indicate that they were far from “positive peace.”
Especially in the military case, the result highlights that the case descriptions in
the textbooks represented a statism-based collective security system (i.e.,
NATO) and that they were still far from the “positive peace” through the non-
violent action that Galtung described.





