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Abstract

An Exhibition of “Riverside Scene at
Qingming Festival” to the Public: A
Postwar Sino-Japanese Cultural Exchange
between the Art and the Politics

Naomi TSUJI

A masterpiece representing the People’s Republic of China titled “Riverside
Scene at Qingming Festival” by Zhang Zeduan, a court painter of the Northern
Song Dynasty, depicted people’s lives in the open and prosperous capital of the
time. Its original called the Beijing version is among the collections of the Palace
Museum in Beijing. The Beijing version was revaluated in China in the early
yvears of the founding of People’s Republic of China as a painting that
represented the country’s national identity, and it was introduced to Japan as
China began its cultural promotion to Japan. The presentation of “Riverside
Scene at Qingming Festival” to the Japanese public reflected the political
intentions of the Chinese side, as exemplified by the viewing of Kakuei Tanaka,
the Prime Minister of Japan in 1972, and the special presentation of the
collection to the Emperor and Empress of Japan in 1992. The exhibition of the
Beijing version at Tokyo National Museum in 2012 was one of the efforts made
by the Chinese side in hopes of improving the relations between Japan and
China. In the People’s Republic of China, where traditional Chinese culture is
positioned as the cohesive force of the nation, cultural relics are gradually used
for the political and diplomatic purposes. In the 21st century, “Riverside Scene
at Qingming Festival” became much more representativeness. In recent years,
it has been used for cultural propaganda of the People’s Republic of China,
targeting Hong Kong and Taiwan as a picture to show an ideal prosperity to be
brought about by the “One Belt, One Road” strategy.





