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Abstract

The principle in the formation of Fujita
Shozo’s concept of ‘Experience’ and Its
Evolvement

Gyesam Y1

Shozo Fujita (1927-2003) was a Japanese thinker and intellectual historian.
From the late 1950s, taught by Masao Maruyama, he started his study on the
history of ideology by researching the formation and development of the
modern imperial system of Japan, so-called Tennose, and in the 1990s, he
summarized the history of Japan during the modern and contemporary times
as an “Era-Experience of Totalitarianism”.

Based on his background and experiences during the chaotic post-WWII era,
Fujita had established his own ideology of ‘experience’ upon the principles of
‘challenge against the age’, ‘dialectic of materialization’, and ‘self-
functionalization’, while he was dissenting with Maruyama Masao’s modernism
which had a huge ideological influence on him as well as Marxism.

Moreover, since the 1970s, when the movement to prevent US-Japan Security
Treaty failed and radical changes emerged in the mental structure of Japanese
society from the high advance in the economy after then, Fujita defined the
modern history during the 20" Century as the ‘era-experience of
totalitarianism’, with the concept of ‘loss of experience’ at the center.

He has built his own ideas that cannot be converged on the genealogy of the
Maruyama school, and his critiques on modern Japan’s national system as well
as psychological structure can have a universal significance in interpreting

contemporary Japan too.
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