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This presentation explores the nature of politics in a pastoral society that has 
long remained distant from the modern state and earlier empires. Drawing on 
extensive fieldwork among the Mursi of southern Ethiopia, I first present 
several anthropological concepts and the empirical practices associated with 
them, such as the age-set system, segmentarity, and public debate. I then 
argue that the coexistence of these practices constitutes a democratic political 
system characterized by countervailing powers, the acceptance of dissent, 
political mobilization, and a balance between equality and hierarchy. 
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