The Christian Minority in Syria, and the Impact of War on their Communities
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Syria’s Christian community has been facing greater challenges due to the ongoing war.
Christians of contemporary Syria are true natives of the country who have lived since before the rise of
Islam. Syria has a special place in the history of Christendom. Antioch, a currently Turkish city, is part
of the historical Syria and known to be the place the very term “Christian” was used for the first time.
The country is ruled by the Asad Family, coming from the minority Alawi sect while Sunnis constitute
80 % of the population. Christians refer to their long history and native identity in order to resist the
prejudices that associate them with Crusaders or Western Imperialism.

It is not possible to claim a unified Syrian identity that is shared by all groups. The French
rule has resulted in clericalization of societal affairs and the status quo has been maintained by the Baath
regime. Syria has no civil law. Christian social organization is based on confessional identity under 5
denominations. The term minority refers to religion, in particular to Christians. Such classification
comes with discriminative attitudes therefore Christians do not embrace the idea of being called a
minority in their home. The long shadow of the regime casts over the church authority as it does all
compartments of Syrian society. The ongoing civil war has caused a huge devastation as many Christians
lost their lives, properties including historical landmarks were destroyed and displacement has brought
the already shrinking Christian heritage to the brink of extinction.

(English summary written by Anl1 ibrahim)
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