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Abstract

The Study of Starting Point of Issuing
Huzhao to Japanese People

SHINOHARA Yuka

This research is a study to clarify when the Huzhao (/) was first issued
to Japanese people in 19th century China.

In the end of the Qing dynasty, foreigners who traveled in mainland China
were required to always carry the Huzhao through journeys. The Huzhao was
issued by country’s consulate in China, and Chinese local government official
stamped a seal on it as a proof of permission, which is similar to a visa today.
This system started with the Tianjin Treaty in 1858. This treaty was regarded
as a standard treaty by the Western powers. Later, the rule of traveling and
commerce In this treaty was adopted by many countries, the Huzhao was
issued to many people from many countries.

In this study, by examining the process of transition of the Huzhao, it is
clear that the issuing process is not a direct change resulting from the Tianjin
Treaty, but the name of Huzhao and the system of using Huzhao, for example
establishing the record of issuing Huzhao, had been established through the
Qing dynasty.

When was the Huzhao first issued to Japanese people? When Sino- Japanese
Friendship and Trade Treaty, which was the first treaty between Japan and
China negotiated in Qing dynasty, Japan sought to have right of travel and
commerce in mainland China, but didn't fully succeed. The only right Japan
acquired in this treaty was the right of traveling in mainland China.

At present, I confirmed the oldest Japanese Huzhao issued date was to Date
Munenori (F7:#553) and his group, when they went to Beijing after signing of
Sino- Japanese Friendship and Trade Treaty. But this Huzhao is different from
the Huzhao issued to people from other countries. Ordinary Huzhao was issued
from Daoguan (i&E ), the Chinese local government officials, but Date's Huzhao
was issued by LiHongzhang ( Z=#£# ) who was the Main Director of Zhili (&

FHSE ), and as a matter of fact, Japanese consulate did not engage in issuing
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this Huzhao.

In addition to this, after ratification of Sino- Japanese Friendship and Trade
Treaty, some of the Huzhaos issued to Japanese people was issued by only the
Chinese local government. After First Sino- Japanese War, Japan got the right
of commerce in mainland China, thereafter the Huzhao issuing to Japanese
people is not different from Huzhao issuing to peole from other countries.

In conclusion, these unique Huzhao were issued only during the period from
Sino- Japanese Friendship and Trade Treaty to First Sino- Japanese War. This
means that this period was the time when the modern relationship between
Japan and China started, and the unique Huzhao reflects the transition period

of these countries.



