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Abstract

Thought on Solidarity Beginning from
Encounter:

Relationships between Kazue Morisaki
and Okinawa

Machiko YAMAMOTO

The politics of the relocation of US Marines on Okinawa has become a place
of building transnational solidarity for demilitarization among Guam, Okinawa,
and Japan. However, the solidarity is prone to be an empty symbol if people
discount the need of taking locally grounded actions.

In light of the current situation, Kazue Morisaki, a poet of migrant origin, is
mentioned. Kazue Morisaki was born in Korea in 1927 and migrated to Japan in
1944, where she witnessed the subtle elements that contributed to building of
relationships between different ethnic groups in the same habitat. Through her
observations of the working-class in Okinawa in the post-war period, and
involvement with impoverished young labourers through the activism with “The
Association of Learning Okinawa (Okinawa wo kangaeru kai)” from 1969 to
1971 in a post mining area, Chikuhou in Fukuoka, she found the significance of
making a place to encounter and have relationships between elites and
subcontract workers and among the unorganized labour forces. She put
emphasis on that the place has a potential to build relationships based on taking
locally grounded actions through raising issues from their own day-to-day
experiences. The relationship of the people with different background worked as
an alternative to their environment rooted in the emperor system that denied
such diversity.

This perspective from Morisaki reveals a way in which the protesters, and
supporters of the protests, can confront local and transboundary issues together
not only through being joined into a single group, despite their diverse
backgrounds, but also through generating their shared opposition to oppression

that they have suffered in their own daily life setting.
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