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Abstract

Strangeness and Strangers: An
Annotated Translation and Introduction
to Shatibis [ tisam

Koki Ishigohoka & Nozomi Tajima

This annotated translation of the Arabic judicial work a/-I‘tisam (holding fast),
authored by the Maliki jurist in fourteenth-century Andalus, Aba Ishaq al-
Shatibi (d. 790/1388), aims to deepen the understanding of the concept of
strangeness (ghurbah) and strangers (ghurabd’) in Islamic thought. To date, few
studies have explored these notions, and most scholarship on Shatibi has focused
on his best-known book, a/-Muwafaqat, which explores the higher objectives of
law (magqasid al-shari‘ah) and the public interest (maslahah) in Islamic law.
However, al-I‘tisam is one of his most important works, which provides an in-
depth analysis of bid‘ah. In this article, we translated the preface (muqgaddimah)
to Shatibi's [‘tzsam to shed new light on the historical aspect of “strangeness”
and “strangers” in Islam. This is accompanied by an annotated introduction that
examines his interpretations of “strangers” through a comparison with Hambali
jurist Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728/1328) and Damascene Theologian Ibn Qayyim's (d.
751/1350) writings on the hadith “blessed are the strangers.” The article first
provides background information on Shatibi and his a/-I‘tisam, with a specific
focus on his conceptual linking of ghurbah and bid‘ah. It then analyses Shatibi's
perception of “strangers.” Subsequently, Ibn Taymiyyah's and Ibn Qayyim'’s
perceptions of the hadith on “strangers” are discussed. Finally, a comparison
between Shatibl's portrayals of these themes and those of Ibn Taymiyyah and
Ibn Qayyim reveals the differences in how they perceive this concept.

Keywords:

Shatibi, I'tisam, ghurbah, ghuraba’, bid‘ah, Ibn Taymiyyah, Ibn Qayyim



