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Abstract

Those Who Have Not Been Able to ‘Go
to the Inland

The Anxiety and Liberation of A Shanghai Youth
(1942~1945)

Liu Yuncheng

After the Battle of Songhu (1938), newspapers and magazines in Shanghai
actively promoted the slogan ‘go to the Inland’ in order to mobilize young people
to participate in the supporting work of resisting Japan and saving the country.
Their main job is to mobilize farmers in the inland to support the frontline
battle.

It can be said that the slogan ‘go to the inland’ itself is a political symbol.
However, the question of how the slogan was accepted by the Shanghai people
and how it was put into practice has not yet been sufficiently discussed. This
study uses the diary of a young man who was living in Shanghai as a clue to
try to analyze the response of the Shanghai people to this slogan, and also try
to figure out whether the image of the ‘inland’ has been reproduced in the
process of the slogan’'s acceptance.

The diary of the young man called Yan Bin (19237?) was discovered and
published in 2015, in which he wrote about his daily life in Shanghai under
Japanese occupation during 194271945. Yan Bin was born in Hongtan, Ningbo
City in Zhejiang Province. He lost his mother at an early age and moved to
Shanghai with his sister at the age of 14 (1937). After graduating from junior
high school, he became a craftsman in the hardware store. Yan Bin began to
write a diary in 1942 (at the age of 19) and continued to write in the postwar
1960s. The book contains diaries from 1942 to 1945 (missing in 1943), with a
total of approximately 400,000 words. Yan Bin mentioned the slogan ‘go to the
inland’ several times in his diary, which reveals his own desire for going to the
inland and the dilemma of Shanghai people who ‘chose’ to stay.

This research first analyzes the historical background of this slogan. Through

the content of the slogan published in newspapers and magazines, we explored
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how the slogan was popularized. In the process of its popularization, the image
of ‘inland’” has been rebuild and changed several times. While becoming a
patriotic symbol, it also indirectly criticized the people who stayed in Shanghai
as the one who shows indifference to the war. Yan Bin mentioned his sense of
guilt many times in his diary, which proves that the slogan has caused a certain
degree of moral pressure on the people who stayed behind in Shanghai. On the
other hand, as a way to dissolve moral pressure and insufficiency in daily life,
Yan Bin named one of his actions to leave Shanghai as ‘going to the inland’ In
his diary, we can not only see the intrusion of politics into one’s daily life, but

also how one reassesses daily life as part of politics.



