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Abstract

Investigating the “Indescribable” of the
Fukushima nuclear accident:
Sharing Memory Through the Voice

Sakugawa Emi

As the Fukushima nuclear accident approaches its 10th anniversary,
reconstruction in the region is under way. Meanwhile, people’s concerns about
the health effects of radiation exposure have often been dismissed as “biased
and misunderstood due to lack of knowledge”, and as promoting “prejudice /
discrimination.” This has created tension and anxiety that has made it difficult
for people to discuss their concerns over the effects of radiation.

In such a difficult-to-talk atmosphere, Mizue Kano describes how she
evacuated from Namie Town, which is designated as a difficult-to-return area.
She identifies herself as a “living witness who keeps questioning.” As Kanno
describes her experience, several people seem to appear through (are present
in) her voice, speaking about their experiences of the accident.

Therefore, this paper focuses on the voices that describe the experiences of
the Fukushima nuclear accident. According to Sato Izumi, a witness is someone
who tries to verbalize an occurrence that cannot be put into words. According
to Shinjyou Ikuo, the voice has the ability to resonate from body to another
body and the ability to share memories. In other words, the voice has the power
to create relationships among witnesses and to construct a testimony-space, as
well as the power to share memories with others.

For those who are still unable to return home due to the accident, some parts
of their experiences can hardly be put into words. Yet, in order for the accident
to not be forgotten, an attempt to remember together is crucial, including those
memories that are indescribable. Furthermore, it is not only the memories of
the speaker and the listener, but those of the people who are present in the
speaker’s voice. Focusing on the voice, this paper aims to examine the

relationship which allows us to remember-together the Fukushima nuclear



accident, which 1s often explained as a “misconception.”

This paper examines the effect of the Fukushima nuclear accident on peoples'
lives through recording their memories about the accident and examining the
relationships formed through this process. The researcher uses a combination of
qualitative analysis based on the interviews of survivors, recording their
memories about the accident, even those that can hardly be put into words.

In the discussion, Chapter 2 analyzes “the voices entering the body”. Chapter
3 covers the reconstruction policies and the effect of radiation exposure on
health. It also includes an analysis of voice and narrative in Mizue's speech
during a debriefing session. Chapter 4 focuses on Mizue's voice during the
interview and the relationships that begin to form from shared memories.

Chapter 5 is a summary.






