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Abstract

The Growth and Structural Changes of
Agricultural trade in China Since the

1980’s

Zhe Zhang

The purpose of this paper is to illustrate the growth and structural changes
in China’s agricultural trade. Since the reform and the opening up of the
Chinese economy, the country have seen significant economic growth. Moreover,
agricultural trade grew exponentially in both exports and imports especially
after joining the World Trade Organization (WTO) in 2001. On the other hand,
the expansion of industrial product exports affected Chinese agricultural trade
negatively. Because of the former’s expansion, agricultural trade in China
decreased. The analysis of this paper focuses on the following points. First,
clarifying the changes in the presence of foreign trade on the national economy
and the growth process of agricultural trade. Second, after joining the WTO,
agricultural trade turned to be stipulated in the theory of comparative
advantage, and showed different tendency depending on the nature of
agricultural products. Third, in today’s globalized situation, Chinese agricultural
trade showed structural changes with different regions.

China is the world’s most populous country with 1.4 billion people, and a
stable supply of food is an important policy issue. Nonetheless, it not easy to
attain basic self-sufficiency of staple food. Ensuring food security worldwide on
the premise of comparative advantage theory is also an important issue for

China, which will be another research subject.



