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Abstract

“On-a ‘God-forsaken Island: Okinawa in

. 9

the Eyes of American Missionaries
Asako MASUBUCHI

This article examines the role of American Christianity in the early
occupation period in Okinawa in producing the narratives of liberation and
rehabilitation to transform Okinawa into a place worthy of salvation in the
American imagination. Scholars in Cold War Studies have argued that
Christianity played an important role in not only forming American public
discourse of the Other but also actually shaping U.S. Cold War policies. In
addition, the Christian narrative of salvation itself was repeatedly deployed to
endorse the U.S. imperialist myth of liberation and rehabilitation. Through the
narrative of salvation, the U.S. appears as a “savior,” while the “formerly subject
peoples” were depicted as what I would call the “rehabilitatable figure,” who
would be able to free themselves from the “slavery” of the empire only if they
follow the path to the Christian God and American democracy.

I draw my argument from the following sources: Christian periodicals,
published and unpublished denominations’ reports on Okinawa, and the
“missionary fiction.” Missionary fiction is a set of semi-fictional stories written
by missionaries based on their own experience of engaging in evangelism across
the world. It became a popular literary genre in the United States, especially in
the 1950s and 1960s. By analyzing these works within the context of Cold War
geopolitics, militarism, and pro-longed Japanese colonialism, this article reveals
the affinities between the Christian logic of salvation and militarism. Both work
together nicely to delineate the boundary between who are made to live and
who are let die.

The first section illustrates the sociopolitical context before the arrival of the
American missionaries in Okinawa after World War II. Okinawa was left out of
the U.S. postwar strategic map after Japan's surrender until 1948 when the
Cold War structure took shape in East Asia. In closely examining how Christian

leaders in the United States came to realize the necessity for missionary
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enterprises in Okinawa, this section explores the intimate relationship of Cold
War expansionism and Christian evangelism. The second section then explores
how missionary accounts sought to demonize what they perceived as the most
immediate obstacles to converting people in Okinawa into Christians:
Communism, Shintoism, and Shamanism. The last section attempts to reveal
the affinity between Christian narratives of salvation and militarism by

examining how missionaries tried to “settle” the land problem.



