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Abstract

Follow the efforts of collecting Korean
folk songs and the translation to

Japanese
by Kim So-Un and its fruiting process

Hiroko NAKATI

So-Un Gim (1908-1981), known as a translator and an essayist, experienced a
bereavement of his father during his childhood, separated from his mother, and
smuggled himself to Japan at the age of twelve. In Japan he got familiar with
Japanese through correspondence education, study at library and walking trips
to rural areas, etc. while doing physical labor.

At that time, Koreans were unfairly treated as people from Japanese colony.
He was indignant at discrimination by Japanese such as ignorance, arrogance,
cunning, self-esteem and misunderstanding due to the discrimination.

In order to gain an understanding of Korean culture, In1926 Kim So-Un began
to publish the Japanese translation of “Korean Peasant Songs” serially in a
magazine “ chijo rakuen(Paradise on Earth)” by Shiratori Shogo. Also, the Irish
Literary Revival affected Japan, and there was growing awareness among
Koreans to protect and preserve their own culture.

After that, when he showed the manuscripts to Kitahara Hakushu , Hakushu
praised them and sponsored him.Then, the first publication “ chosen minyoshu
(Korean Folk Song Collection)” (Taibunkan) was born in1929.

For the next two years, he called for in the paper and collected over 2,300
oral folk songs from all Korea. He was spending his days of physical labor again,
looking for a publisher that could print the songs when a letter arrived from
Tsuchida Kyoson in Kyoto.

The letter asked Kim So-Un to come to Kyoto, saying “I want to hear about
the Hungul manuscripts.” Tsuchida made a point that the songs of the ancient
times had been influenced by the Korean Peninsula, and paid attention to the
achievements of Kim So-Un .

Shinmura Izuru, who lived in the neighborhood of Tsuchida Kyoson, also

127



=
A

128

came to listen to Kim So-Un with interest.

The encounter with Tsuchida and Shinmura led to the publication of “ onmun
chosen kuden minyoshu( Hangul Korean Folk Song Collection)” from Daiichi
Shobo in1933.

Minokichi Hasegawa, the president of Daiichi Shobo, had advised Kim So-Un
to write in Japanese just for the preface, Hasegawa eventually accepted the
claim of Kim So-Un and published 500 volumes all in onmun (Hangul).

Kim So-Un classified the children’s songs and the folk songs by type from the
“Hangul Korean Folk Song Collection”, added explanations and visited Iwanami
Shoten to deposit the manuscript, which soon to be published in1933.

Daiichi Shobo and Iwanami Shoten were originally competitors, but there was
collaboration between Minokichi Hasegawa and Shigeo Iwanami on this
inclusion.

In this way, Iwanami Bunko “chosen doyosen (Korean Children’s Song

ER)

Selection)” and “ chosen minyosen (Korean Folk Song Selection)” were born
in1933, that influenced many people. Kim So-Un’s efforts and dedication bore
fruit of the four books.

However, there worked a deep understanding of Korean culture in the
literary circle, academia and publishing business, and a will to criticize and

resist imperial power of those days.



