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Abstract

Beyond Daily Painful Living:
Rethinking “Activism” Near US Military Bases

Military proliferation has been increasing on the Pacific Islands through
international initiations launched by the governments of USA and Japan as an
alternative to the burdensome hosting of US military bases in Okinawa. This
has caused the residents of Takae, Higashi Village in Okinawa and Guam to
create collective protest movements in defiance of the unrelenting military
expansion. These protest movements for demilitarization have been analyzed
using the lens of historiography of activism for women's rights and indigenous
peoples. Considering the complexity of the framework which is being used to
study this issue, there is great difficulty in clarifying the realization of one’s
exposure to daily violence in the face of a militarized reality, which is further
compounded by the countermeasures attempted. In light of these circumstances,
this paper aims to dissect the essential process of relationship creation within a
setting of constant mortality and collective survival. By employing the
methodology of interviewing two key figures living in Okinawa and Guam, the
recording and subsequent analysis of the fear and pain that have been
experienced through living in the vicinity of the military bases will be
conveyed, as well as the impact of the transfer of such sentiments onto those
who share habitation with the afflicted.
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