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Abstract

Critics of Feminist Standpoint Theory
from Black Feminist Thought: From
Black Feminist Epistemology to
Intersectionality by Patricia Hill Collins

Shioka HOSOJIMA

In recent years, attentions to “intersectionality” has been increasing in Japan.
Intersectionality is considered an important research methodology that
recognizes that the various social categories which define people - such as
gender, race, class, etc. - interact with each other rather than a single category
and form complex structures of inequality and oppression. It may also be well
known that intersectionality is an intellectual product of Black women - spread
of its recognition has been exponentially growing as soon as the term was
coined by Kimberlé Crenshaw in 1989. However, as intersectionality became a
“buzzword,” its definition has been the subject of confusion - whether it should
be limited to theorizing identity, or whether it should be taken as a property of
social structures etc.

With this background, the study of intersectionality as theory has developed
since the 2010s, including the work of Patricia Hill Collins, the author of Black
Feminist Thought. The research revealed that intersectionality is grounded in
resistant knowledge and social movements, and one of which is the feminist
standpoint theory formed in the 1970s and 1980s.

This paper explores epistemological connections between feminist standpoint
theory and intersectionality through the concept of Black women’s standpoint,
identified in the early works of Collins as meaning how people’s social location
makes for a perspective that is related to material life practices and lived
experiences. First, I will review the origins and overview of standpoint theory,
particularly through Nancy Hartsock’s work. Second, I will examine how Black
women’s standpoint has been conceptualized in Collins’s work and discuss its
differences from the previous feminist scholarship. Finally, I will argue how

Collins saw Hartsock’s theory critically but also how she used it to construct
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the concept of Black women’s standpoint. By doing so, I discuss intersectionality
as epistemology that goes beyond binary assumptions of early standpoint
theories and relies on the collectivity of individual experience while diversifying

its center.



