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Abstract

The Okinawa Clothing Relief Drive in
Hawaii

Akihiro KITANI

This paper aims to clarify the background of how the Okinawa relief
movement was envisioned and developed, focusing on the clothing relief drive
from Hawaii to Okinawa, which was the beginning of the Okinawa relief

movement in Hawaii after World War II.

In Hawaii, where overseas immigration from Okinawa began, the Okinawa
Clothing Relief Drive Committee was organized on November 29, 1945, to help
the impoverished Okinawans in their plight due to the Battle of Okinawa.
Hawaii was the first to establish such a relief organization among the countries
and regions with Okinawan immigrants. The movement spread to all islands of
Hawaii, and after December 1945, clothing relief was collected and delivered to
Okinawa. After this, various Okinawa relief organizations were established in
Hawaii through 1950 and promoted relief activities to help Okinawa’s living,

education, and medical needs.

This paper examines the movement process based on records of people
involved in the clothing relief drive to Okinawa and newspaper articles of the
time. In addition, it also explores why the movement spread through the
activities of Taro Higa, who can be said to have been a critical person in this
movement. Furthermore, it investigates how the clothing relief drive from

Hawaii to Okinawa led to the following relief movements.

At first, there was concern that the movement would harm the Japanese
community in Hawaii, as Hawaii’s religious community took the lead as the
promoters of the movement, unfounded. According to newspaper articles of
that time, the movement widely spread throughout the islands of Hawaii and
among people of various nationalities and collected many clothing items quickly.

Above this was not only due to the efforts of people of Okinawan descent who
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wished to help the Okinawan people but also to the cooperation of religious and

other Hawaiian people.

Taro Higa, a second-generation Okinawan immigrant and U.S. serviceman
who served in the Battle of Okinawa, played a significant role in the realization
of the attempt to relieve Okinawa from Hawaii. After returning to Hawaii, he
shared the terrible scenes he had witnessed in Okinawa and appealed to as
many people as possible to cooperate with relief activities. His reports of the
tragic scenes he witnessed in Okinawa moved the hearts of those who saw and
heard them. In particular, they stimulated a sense of nostalgia among those of

Okinawan descent living in Hawaii for their homeland of Okinawa.

The bearers of the clothing relief drive also continued to promote the relief
movement in the following years. Later, the relief movement also continued to
evoke people’s feelings for their hometowns, connecting people who wished to
help their hometowns. In this process, the performing arts played a significant

role.

Finally, this paper concludes that the Okinawa relief movement in Hawaii
provided an opportunity to strengthen the sense of brotherhood, connectivity,

and unity among people of Okinawan descent in Hawail.



