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Abstract

Self-Portrait of Okinawa and the Local
News Media in 1980s: focusing on

Ryukyu Shimpo’s serial feature
“Uchinanchu in the World” (1984-85)

Jinhee Masahiro LEE

Okinawa’s local newspaper, Ryukyu Shimpo, ran a serial feature titled
“Uchinanchu in the World” from 1984 to 1985. In this research paper, I examine
the content of the serial articles and consider how the project got its start in
the local newsroom in the 1980s. Historians have argued that Okinawa, marking
its 10-year anniversary of the 1972 reversion to Japan, started to draw its self-
portrait by positioning their islands as being at the center of the picture, rather
than worrying about their distance to Japan. Previous research also discussed
the role of Ryukyu Shimpo’s feature as a “reminder” for Okinawa people of
their islands’ history of connecting to the world, not only to Japan, through

immigration.

In this paper, I examine how the local journalist traveled to Europe, Asia,
Hawaii, Micronesia, Americas and more for the feature project, and reported on
the life stories of the Okinawa diaspora, framing their bravery, success, and
pride as Uchinanchu immigrants. Secondly, I discuss how the feature stories
played an important role for the local residents in digesting the social
oppression and identity confusion caused by numerous changes due to the
islands’ reversion to Japan. I also explain that the feature project was also
pushed forward in the context of arriving globalization in Okinawa during the
1970-80s.

My research includes an analysis of articles of the feature stories, examining
memoir writings of the journalist who were involved in the feature project, and

also an interview with the journalist.
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