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Abstract

Historical Transitions of the “daughter-
in-law” :

Taking a cue from the idea of a good wife and wise
mother

Kyoko MORI

This paper investigates the factors behind the role of the “daughter-in-law”
that still exists in modern times. Using the idea of a good wife and wise mother,
which is based on modern family theory, as a framework for analysis, the paper
examines the historical transition of the “daughter-in-law”.

The “daughter-in-law” has been regarded as a symbol of women’s oppression
due to the redefinition of patriarchy by feminist studies. Although this is the
position taken in this paper as well, it may not be sufficient to base our
discussion solely on family patriarchy as an existing factor even today, when
the reality of the “le” is disappearing. From this concern, I have taken up the
idea of a“good wives and wise mothers”, which is based on modern family
theory. The idea of “good wives and wise mothers” was the basis of women’s
education during the Meiji and Taisho periods. Since it represents the image of
women demanded by the modern nation, it can be considered a clue to
understanding how the “daughter-in-law” were positioned in the formative
period of modern Japan.

This paper analyzes the period from the early Meiji to the Taisho Era, and
focuses on the studies of two scholars, Shizuko KOYAMA and Kazue MUTA,
who rely on modern family theory in their research on the idea of a“good wives
and wise mothers”.

In Chapter 1, I explain the reasons for taking up the idea of a”’good wives and
wise mothers,” and present the analytical framework of this paper. In Chapter 2,
I review the transition of the idea of a“good wife and wise mother” based on
Koyama’s research, and then examine the position of the “daughter-in-law” in
the idea of “good wife and wise mother”.

Based on these studies, this paper argues that the role of the “daughter-in-
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law” was not important in the image of women demanded by the state under
the idea of a“good wife and wise mother”.

Therefore, I conclude that it is not possible to grasp the reasons why the
“daughter-in-law” exists in today from a consideration of the idea of a“good wife
and wise mother”. However, by reconsidering the idea of “good wife and wise
mother” from the perspective of the “daughter-in-law”, I were able to gain the
following knowledge. In other words, the “ambiguity of the boundary between
the role of the “daughter-in-law” and the role of wife referred to in the idea of
a“good wife and wise mother”.

In this regard, I have suggested the necessity of further examination of the
“daughter-in-law” in the future. In addition, I proposed the viewpoint of
“modernity of the daughter-in-law” as an issue to be examined in the future in

relation to “modernity” as illuminated by modern family theory.
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